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Introduction
World war created instability in set the base for World War II. This was another international conflict 20 years after the end of World War I. Adolf Hitler rose to German power when it was economically and politically unstable. Feeling insecure, Hitler rearmed quickly and signed agreements with Japan and Italy to get support in his ambition of political and economic dominance in Europe. As such, Hitler attacked Poland and in response, Britain and France declared war on German. This sparked off the war. The war proved more destructive over the life span of six years (Hindley, 60.) It is estimated that over 50 million people were killed during the war. Six million were Jews murdered by the Nazi leadership. This war was caused by then unsolved issued of world war I. this war witnessed soldiers who were reluctant to surrender. As such many soldiers’ mainly Japanese soldiers fought to their death and refused to surrender. Some preferred to commit suicide rather than surrender.  This paper thus examines some of the factors that made soldiers during World War II not to surrender. 
According to Kecskemet (32), many soldiers during the war fought to their death to show total sacrifice to their government. Some soldiers committed suicide to ensure they were not forced to surrender. During the last month of the war, Japanese soldiers and even civilians used this tactic to ensure they were not termed as cowards. Surrendering to the red army also would create a negative image to the Chinese and other neighbouring countries which Japan had conquered earlier. The Germans also applied the same tactic as they termed it as a way of honour by the government. To them, it was a great honour for a soldier who died on the line of duty while serving his nation, and he would be remembered more than a soldier who surrendered. This was a sacrifice to the country.  
There was the mythology of how the red army tortured prisoners of war. Since ancient times, Japanese samurai were groomed in the ideology of “Bushido.” To them, this was a way of dying in war than being held a captive of war. Attached to this was how the Russian army handled prisoners of war (Powers, 13.) It is claimed that the red military tortured their captives until they disclosed information of their nation. To avoid such incidents, many soldiers valued to die while fighting or kill themselves and keep the secrets of the nations. They also feared being named traitors by their country.  They had one slogan that it is better to die than to live in shame as a prisoner. That is die and leave no elements of crime behind you.
Also, many soldiers follow orders from their superiors. Soldiers were commanded to fight tool and nail to ensure they win the war. Unless they were ordered to abort any mission, they ensured they fought until their last breath. For example, three Japanese soldiers had refused to surrender because they were not ordered to surrender. For instance, Lieutenant Onoda, and corporal Shoichi Yokoi. Lieutenant Onoda refused completely and had to receive formal orders to surrender ( Sluiter, 605.)
Nationalism was another major contributor to no surrender. This has been the case even in modern wars. Though nationalism is an essential aspect in any country, it has been the cause of most of the destructive human wars. Nationalists hold high levels of loyalty to their country, and thus they dedicate everything for the country. Nationalism thus unites people and provides inspirations to the citizens. As such, during wars, soldiers fight tirelessly to protect their loyalty and identity.
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